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Tales from the Tots
We have embraced the seasonal changes at Dottie Tots this month and have thoroughly
enjoyed our outdoor walks around the village and exploring the wildlife and have definitely
spotted the first signs of Autumn too. We have been collecting leaves and sticks and have
used these to support mathematical concepts, such as big and small and grouping objects
by colour. We have used these items to support and enhance our role-play. We have had
quite a few leaf monsters and have used the sticks as wands with magic powers. We have



created our very own hedgehogs using clay and other materials too and these will be ready
to bring home soon.

Parent and Pet Visits
Now that we have resumed to a new form of normality we would like to invite parents into
our settings for ‘stay and play’ sessions or to share a skill or hobby that may be of interest
to our children. We would also love to have parents join us for story telling.

We would also like to invite family pets to visit us. Historically our pet weeks have been so
popular and have also provided a valuable learning experience for our children. We have
had ponies, tortoises, snakes and parrots visit us in the past.

Please speak to Sophie or email sophie@dottietots.co.uk to arrange a parent or pet visit.

Sickness
A polite reminder to all of our families. During the winter months and when sickness is
much more prevalent it is imperative that you keep your child off if they are unwell.

This year, we have seen the highest number of sickness and illness in the children and in
our staff. We would like to reassure you that we have really high standards of cleaning and
disinfecting in place. Our fogging system was implemented in June 2020 as an additional
measure and due to the pandemic and this is used daily.

We really do understand that sickness and illness is worrying for our families and we can
assure you that we are doing all that we can to keep all of our children safe and healthy. We
plead with parents to keep children who are sick/ill/unwell home until they are fully
recovered. This should ultimately break the circuit and stop bugs transmitting between the
children in the rapid fashion that we have witnessed on too many occasions in recent
weeks.

We understand that many settings in and around the county are having similar trends in
sickness and it is not just our nurseries that are experiencing this. Reflecting upon the last
18 months, where families have been in isolation and socially distanced, it seems inevitable
that immune systems are weakened.

Sophie will monitor children's health closely and if she determines that children are not
well enough to attend they will be asked to stay home until they are fully recovered. We
hope that by working in partnership and by having additional measures in place we can
reduce sickness and illness significantly. We thank you for your support and understanding
in this very important matter.

Dates for the Diary

mailto:sophie@dottietots.co.uk


Week commencing 4th October - Space Week Focus

If you have anything that you would like to bring in from home to show then please do.
Here are some craft ideas that you could try at home with your child:

http://www.happyhealthymessy.com/2019/04/printable-space-activities-for-kids/

Week commencing 18th October - Dressing up, anything goes! Please ask us if you would
like to borrow one of many outfits that we have.

World Food Week - We will be celebrating through tasting, baking and cookery demos and
practical sessions. Are you able to help or contribute to enhancing these experiences?
Please speak to Sophie or email sophie@dottietots.co.uk

Week commencing 8th November - Children in Need. Please dress up on any of the days
during this week in spots or pyjamas. Contributions to this very worthy cause are
welcomed and we will leave a tin by the front door for collections.

Monday 22nd November Parents’ Evening from 6pm - 8.30pm. Appointments will be given
by your child’s key person soon. If you need to contact your child’s key person about any
aspect of their learning and development, you can email them directly
mykeyperson@dottietots.co.uk

Week commencing 13th December - Christmas Jumper Week

Monday 13th September at 2pm - Christmas Show. All families are invited. If your child
does not attend on this date, please bring them along just before 2pm. We will also be
expecting a very special visitor!

Christmas Party - Thursday 16th December 1.30-3pm. If your child does not attend on this
day then please drop them off just before 1.30pm.

Half term week - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October inclusive. This applies to term time
only children.

Friday 17th December - Final day for our term time only children.

Friday 24th December 12pm - This is the final day for our all year round children

We reopen on Tuesday 4th January when all children return.

Finally, we have our annual Christmas collection for Naomi House and Jacksplace where we
collect toys and gifts for children from birth to late teens who have life limiting or life
threatening conditions. If you would like to contribute a gift please bring it along and we
will add it to our collection. We aim to deliver them by the first week of December.

Thank you for your continued support and for being part of our Dottie Tots family xXx
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